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This purpose was in tune with the renaissance movement and
in the same direction.
A striking feature of Romesh Dutt's contribution was the
balance between the old and the new. He made a massive
contribution to bring the treasures of the ancient heritage
within the grasp of the people of his and of future genera-
tions. His translation of Rig Veda into Bengali, his English
verses in the Lays of Ancient India and his translation
into English of the Ramayana and the Mahdbharata, apart
from his History of Ancient Civilisation oj India are
substantial contributions in this field. By any standards,
these works of purposeful scholarship would have assured
him a place of honour among the builders, of Modern India,
for they contributed to an important aspect of the task of
building Modern India by reawakening the country to the
glories of her past.
Romesh Dutt's interest in ancient Indian Civilisation and
Ms efforts to present the fruits thereof to his countrymen
at home and to the world outside were, however, but one
aspect of his life-long contribution. Another substantial
contribution that he made to aa allied field of cultural
renaissance was to Bengali literature which at that stage was
passing through a phase of revolutionary innovation both in
form and in content. His four historical and two social
novels enriched Bengali fiction literature and would prob-
ably have made a greater mark on contemporary society
and attained a higher place in the history of modern Bengali
literature if it had not been for the more outstanding con-
tribution made during the same period by the nineteenth
century genius of Bengali fiction, Bankim Chunder Chatter-
jee. In undertaking these works of fiction, however, Romesh
Dutt's object was not merely to enrich his mother-tongue.
His historical novel had the same object that his researches

